
THE BENTON  

FAMILY THIS WEEK 
 

Sun., Mar. 28  
1:30 Youth Stilley House 
Devo 
4:45 PM Elders Meeting 
6 PM Evening Services 
7 PM Directory Meeting in 
Room 50 
 

Wed., Mar. 31 
5 PM WNFTM - Room 52 
6 PM Potluck Meal 
7 PM Evening Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember... 
The Vision, The Mission 

and 
The 2010 Theme  

of the  
Benton Church of Christ 

and 
May 9-12 Campaign 

 

 

 

OUR RECORD 

Sunday  
    AM Attendance    259 
    Bible Study   222  
    PM Attendance   120  

Wednesday 
 Attendance         170 
 

Contribution       $9461 
  

March 25, 2010 

Another Look at Church Growth 
 

In a recent issue of the American Family Association Journal, Teddy 
James reported on the religious growth situation in America today.  Cit-
ing several people considered to be on the cutting edge of what is taking 
place in the religious community, James noted that since the 1950’s 
mainline churches in the U. S. have declined by 10% and membership 
has declined by 25%.  In the 1950’s churches reached 1 person for 
every 20 members.  Today it is 1 person for every 44 members among 
evangelical churches (churches with some kind of clear doctrinal posi-
tions) and even worse among the mainline churches (the best known 
protestant denominations).  Everyone, it seems, recognizes that some-
thing must be done.  But, what?  Some have focused on the Third 
World countries where people seem to be more receptive than in Europe 
and North America.  Others have turned to technology, personal rela-
tionships, big buildings, entertainment, or quick fixes in an effort to get 
their church off of dead center.  Of course there are many factors in-
volved here, but as James pointed out in his Journal article, those who 
have the greatest success are those who seek to woo people rather than 
wow people.  That’s an interesting observation.  The churches of Christ 
have experienced the growth problems faced by others.  The answer for 
us is not different worship styles, bigger buildings, changing what we 
call ourselves, or creating a circus atmosphere.  The answer is to be 
found in holding the New Testament message, in forming relationships 
with people, in participating enthusiastically in New Testament worship, 
in genuinely loving people, in demonstrating in our lives the difference 
that Jesus makes, in teaching people the revealed gospel of Christ, and 
in being the New Testament church.  Seeking to give people what we 
think they want, leaving the pattern of Scripture, and becoming like the 
world has created our problem rather than solving it.  Genuine disciple-
ship occurs by wooing people rather than wowing them.  Others have 
seen this...may we see it as well.  We have so much to offer--New 
Testament Christianity.  That’s what the world needs!  Allow the mes-
sage of Christ to draw people as it is presented by those who love Him 
and His word with all their hearts. 
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Christian  
Sympathy 

to the family of Mary 
Juanita Giles, former 
Benton member, who 
passed away Satur-
day.  Funeral services 
were held Tuesday. 
 

to Joe Wayne Mathis 
and Sandra Steven-
son, in the loss of 
their cousin Ronnie 
Walston, formerly of 
Benton.  Funeral ser-
vices were held Mon-
day afternoon. 
 

Regarding the Sick 
Emily Baker, Weldon 
and Mickey Tyree’s 
granddaughter, will 
undergo tests on Mon-
day at Vanderbilt 
Children’s Hospital. 
 

Flo Jones remains in 
Lourdes Hospital. 
 

Walker Jones is do-
ing well following sur-
gery.  The doctor said 
it went “better than 
expected” and he 
should be home in a 
day or two. 
 

Song Leader: Ethan Walker 

Devo: Jay Lockhart 

Pantry 
Dish Detergent 

Shampoo 
Canned Veggies 

Tuna 

 

  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2010 

Sound: Jason Jones 
Computer: Jared Morgan/Scott Phillips 
Greeters:  
Jared & Joni Morgan                                     (North) 
Scott & Lori Phillips                                      (Center)                                                   
Matt & Kim Ross                                            (South)                                                                                                                                                                                              
               
 

AM WORSHIP 
Unable to Serve?  Call Kevin Farley 527-2409 
 

Welcome: Jay Lockhart 
Song Leader:  Jerry Johnston  
Opening Prayer: Paul Thurman 
Lord’s Supper & Contribution Prayers: Bob York 
Servers:  Eddie Phillips        Monty Moss 
                Luke Phillips          Blake Moss 
                Brandon Holley     Tyler Moss 
                Ronnie Lovett       Lynndy Moss 
Scripture Reading: Aaron Lyles (1 Cor. 16:1-2) 
Message: Jay Lockhart “Stewardship of Re-
sources” 
Closing Remarks & Prayer: Doug Lyles  
 
 
Lord’s Supper to Shut-Ins:  
If you need communion brought to you, please con-
tact Matt Ross (527-8705) 
               Randy Jackson          Scott Chambers 
                   
 

 PM WORSHIP 
Unable to Serve? Call Scott Chambers 906-5944 
 
Welcome: Doug Lyles 
Song Leader:  Bryce Rudd 
Opening Prayer: Dennis Tucker  
Scripture Reading: Ethan Walker (Rom. 1:1-6) 
Message: Jay Lockhart “The Roman Road” 
Lord’s Supper: David Simmons 
Closing Prayer: Travis Terrell 
 

 

 

Elder in Charge: Keith Travis 
Deacon in Charge: Byron Rudd 
 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 2010 

Thank You 
A thank you card has 
been posted on the 
board in the foyer 
from Bill Hicks.  

Ardie Reed is recov-
ering at home from 
recent knee surgery. 
 

Pat Robbins is 
scheduled to have 
surgery Friday, April 
9.   
 

Ava Tucker, Dennis’ 
mom, is in Oakdale 
Care Center in MO.  
Cards may be sent to 
her home address 
264 Pine Cone RD, 
Poplar Bluff, MO  
63901. 
 

Shirley Wyatt re-
mains in Blount Me-
morial Hospital, Room 
526, 907 East Lamar 
Alexander Parkway, 
Ma r y v i l l e ,  TN  
37804. 
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Family News & Announcements 

WINGS 
Nursery Attendants for Mar. 28 & 31 

Jeaneen Crocker & Betty Matheny 
 

March Kitchen Kleeners 
Joan Travis & Sherri Walker 

 

From Paula Harrington’s book, A Sunday 
Afternoon with the Preachers’ Wives, the 
following was found which gives advice on 
how to be a better Christian. Shell peas (P’s)! 
     Be Patient, be Persistent, be Practical,  
     be Pleasant, be Persevering, be Prudent, 
     be Proud, be Punctual, be Persuasive, 
     be Polite, be Poised, be impartial, and 
     be compassionate. 
 

“If therefore there is any encouragement in 
Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if 
there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
affection and compassion, make my joy com-
plete by being of the same mind, maintaining 
the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 
purpose.”  Philippians 2:1, 2 

The directory committee will meet briefly in 
Room 50 following Sunday’s evening service. 

If you are interested in monitoring the 
progress of the work in Haiti, you can 
check the Healing Hands Interna-
tional website at www.hhi.org for 
regular updates. 

Congratulations to our 2nd and 3rd 
grade Bible Bowlers, who placed 3rd in 
Sunday’s Bible Bowl competition in 
Mayfield. 

Stilley House is this Sunday.  The middle and 
high school students are invited to go out to 
eat before the devotional. 
 
Bible Bowlers – Big thanks to Linda Janiec 

and Jodi Westerfield for spending several 
months preparing our students for Bible Bowl.  
Congratulations to every one of our students 
who participated in this year’s Bible Bowl. 
 
Kids Praise – Starting Sunday, April 4, we 
will begin a class for 1st-4th grade students dur-
ing the evening services. 
 
The Henderson Church of Christ, Hender-

son, KY, will host their annual “Enlighten” 

youth rally on May 7 & 8.   This is open for 
all middle and high school students and will be 
an overnight stay.  The deadline for the trip is 
April 18.  We will need to make housing ar-
rangements for this trip.  For more info, please 
check out their website at www.wix.com/
raymond_neal/enlighten-youth-rally-10 
 
Horizons at Freed-Hardeman University 

July 4-9.  I have the applications in my office. 
This is open for 7th- 12th grade students. 
 

WORK CAMP 1EEDS YOUR HELP - we 
are looking for houses to paint and work to do. 
If you know of a house or a family that could 
use an extra hand around the house, please let 
me know. WorkCamp is scheduled for June 6 

- 10. Thank you for you help. 
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Christian Counseling Center 
at Benton 

Roger Thompson, MS   
Fridays  8 AM - 4 PM 

For appointment call Paducah  
1-888-328-8560     www.ccchope.com 

Tune into our own WITB radio 107.1 
FM.  Broadcasting from the Benton 
Church of Christ. 
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Spiritual Support 
and Recovery Ministry 

 

Meeting Times 
Tues., Thurs., & Sat. 
7 PM in Room 52 

 

 

30 Louis Farley 
31 Chris Harvey 
01 Jeannette Penney 

 

02 Marty Haley 
02 Mollie Lutz 
03 Kathi Faughn 

29 Bo and Lia Thompson 
01 Sam and Irma French 
03 Randy and Jennifer Jackson 

Karon Crocker - office, transportation, building scheduling, tapes/cd’s   527-7534 
 

Kevin Farley - worship service, buildings and grounds                            527-2409 
 

Jerry Johnston - song service, home bible studies                                  527-9915 
 

Jason Jones - finance, children’s & women’s ministries                          527-9624   
          

Jeff Jones - education                                                                              527-3017 
  

Brad Miller - prison ministry                                                                     527-5932 
 

Jared Morgan - finance, missions                                                            577-8276                            
 

Scott Phillips - preteen youth                                                                   527-1778 
 

Matt Ross - communion, worship, shut-ins                                              527-8705 
 

Byron Rudd - youth, youth house, audio sound                                       527-1533 
 

Phillip Rudd - communication, WITB, advertising                                    527-3682 
 

Jerry Sells - C.S.F., hall monitoring                                                          527-1477 
 

Paul Thurman - finance, office committee, C. S. F.,                                527-3773 
 

Dennis Tucker - finance, office committee, kitchen/janitorial supplies     527-3948 
 

Don Walker - special events, baptistery                                                   205-2096 
 

Cory Westerfield - Afterschool program, youth                                        437-3872 
 

Lonnie Woodruff - building cleaning, home bible studies                         527-9378 
 

Craig Yates - benevolence, rest homes, security                                     252-0088 

DEACONS 


